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Fulbright Germany.
Mission, Vision, Values

Our Mission

Fulbright Germany facilitates connec-
tions, mutual learning and dialogue
among students, scholars, educators,
artists and professionals in the US
and Germany.

We champion the power of the Fulbright
experience to nurture and enable human
potential. Through their Fulbright ex-
perience, our grantees and alumni gain
empathy, resilience, and courage, as they
discover and embark on new paths to
advance knowledge and effect positive
change in our societies and the world.

Funding
2024/25

Our Vision

Our goal is to develop new and mutually
compatible models of academic excel-
lence and sustainable international mo-
bility, working closely with our governing
Board and funders, the German and
global Fulbright community, and part-
ners who share our goals and values.

Our Values

We believe steadfastly in the irreplace-
able value of face-to-face cultural
encounters and affirm the enduring
importance of mutual understanding,
learning and cooperation between
the US and Germany.

We are committed to awarding our
scholarships on the basis of merit to
students and early-career scholars from
across the social spectrum who are
committed to academic and cultural
exchange between the US and Germany.
Providing equal opportunity and pro-
moting educational equality are highly
valued at Fulbright Germany, which thus
encourages applications from first-
generation students and self-financing
young academics, and those who have
not had an opportunity to learn and

live in the US or Germany.

German Government Contributions

3.000.000 € Federal Foreign Office
1.762.760 € Federal Ministry of Research, Technology and Space (BMFTR)
818.500 € German States (Bundesldnder) for US Teaching Assistants (indirect contributions)
Total 5.581.260 €
US Government Contributions
2.817.027 € US Department of State (converted from USD)
Other Contributions
506.066 € In-kind contributions/tuition waivers from US host institutions
441201 € German students' own funds
66.667 € Germanistic Society of America Awards (converted from USD)
26.692 € US Embassy Meet US Award (converted from USD)
32.250 € Association of Friends and Sponsors of the German-American Fulbright Program
Total 1.072.876 €

9.471.163 €

2024/25 Total Funding



Fulbright Germany
in numbers

Fulbright Germany's program portfolio is divided
into classic long-term grants for individual scholars
to perform study, teaching, and research projects
of at least several months, and short-term grants
for group participation in study/advanced training
seminars of one to four weeks some of which are
aimed exclusively at German, others at American
target groups.

The figures for all statistics refer to the period
from October 1, 2024 to September 30, 2025.

Grantee Distribution

(Long-Term Programs)

N

0 not specified
13 not specified

Germans going to US/coming from Germany
Americans coming from US/going to Germany

207

US Grantees
to Germany (all)

186

US Participants
long-term programs

21

US Participants
short-term programs

379

German Grantees
to the US (all)

256

German Participants
long-term programs

123

German Participants
short-term programs

Germany

2 not specified
4 not specified




Brecenia "Breeny” Tumulak—
Reflections on My Time at the University
of Maryland

"My name is Brecenia Tumulak, but everyone calls me Breeny.
| am 22 years old and come from Bremerhaven, where |
study Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Leadership at the
University of Applied Sciences Bremerhaven. Thanks to the
Fulbright program, | had the incredible opportunity to spend
time at the University of Maryland.

Campus life at the University of Maryland was vibrant and
full of energy. The university's mascot, Testudo, is a Terrapin
turtle, which is why everyone proudly calls themselves
"Terps." During games, we often heard the crowd cheering
"Go Terps!" or "Fear the Turtle!"

Throughout our stay, the Office for Global Learning Initiatives
at the University of Maryland took wonderful care of us.
They made sure we had everything we needed and created

an environment where we truly felt at home — even though
we were far away from our own.

I am truly thankful for this unforgettable experience.”

Was ein Fulbright-Stipendium
bewirken kann

"Auch jetzt muss ich immer noch lacheln, wenn ich daran
denke, was fur eine unglaubliche Erfahrung Fulbright mir
ermdoglicht hat. Als First Gen und Enkelin von Gast-
arbeiter:innen schien mir so eine Chance lange unerreichbar.
Doch meine Zeit in Chico hat mich akademisch und per-
sonlich viel weitergebracht, als ich es mir je ertrdumt hatte.”

Dijan Baykan, Studienstipendiatin




Welcome Meeting 2025, Hannover

The 2025 Fulbright Welcome Meeting in Hannover was a
vibrant three-day gathering celebrating community and of
our One Fulbright spirit. With the Commission inviting re-
turnees from all programs, collaboration reached a new level.

Highlights included an inspiring keynote by Dr.Georg Schitte,
a participant-driven UnConference, an uplifting talk by alum-
na Petra Gobel, and workshops focused on career develop-
ment and regional networks. The event showcased the
creativity, energy, and resilience of the Fulbright community.
Warm thanks to everyone who helped make this joint effort
a memorable success.

One Fulbright Community

In March 2024, the signing of the One Fulbright Community
Agreement marked a major step toward closer cooperation
across the Fulbright network. With the signatures of

Hakan Tosuner (Executive Director, Fulbright Germany),
Andreas Drexler (President of Fulbright Alumni e.V.), and
Prof.Dr.Jeffrey M.Peck (Chairman of the Association of
Friends and Sponsors of the Fulbright Program—VFF), the
three partners reaffirmed their shared commitment to
deeper connections among grantees, alumni, and supporters.
The agreement lays the groundwork for expanded exchange,
new synergies, and strengthened transatlantic dialogue.
Sincere thanks to all alumnae, alumni, VFF members,

and Fulbright team whose contributions made this mile-
stone possible.




Fulbright Lecture in Leipzig:
Strengthening Transatlantic Dialogue
in Eastern Germany

On April 16, 2024, Fulbright Germany, together with the
German-American Institute Saxony and the University Library
Leipzig, hosted a Fulbright Lecture in the historic Bibliotheca
Albertina. The event was part of Fulbright Germany's broader
commitment to fostering transatlantic exchange and aca-
demic collaboration in Eastern Germany. Fulbright alumnus
Prof. Dr. Dirk Oschmann, professor of literature at Leipzig
University, reflected on his own study and research experience
in the United States and how this formative time continues to
shape his academic and personal journey.

Following the lecture, a Study Abroad Forum offered students
practical guidance on scholarships and research opportunities
in the United States. Special attention was given to first-
generation students, supported through partnerships with
ArbeiterKind.de, the DAAD, the German-American Institute
Saxony, the University of Leipzig International Office, and

the Parliamentary Partnership Program (PPP).

The Leipzig event was both an academic highlight and a
milestone in expanding Fulbright Germany's outreach in
Eastern Germany—building networks, inspiring students, and
strengthening the foundation for sustainable transatlantic
exchange.

How a Fulbright Grant Shaped
My Research Path—and My Life—
in Leipzig

"After completing my Bachelor's degree in Mathematics and
Economics at College of the Holy Cross, | spent my Fulbright
grant at the Max Planck Institute (MPI) for Mathematics

in the Sciences in Leipzig, where | worked on a project titled
A Game-Theoretic Approach to Misinformation on Social
Media. | spent my time in Leipzig researching at the MPI, rock
climbing, attending lectures and conferences, and playing
bridge at the university and local club, which helped me grow
academically and personally. My Fulbright experience played
a central role in shaping my academic path, inspiring me to
pursue a Master's in Mathematics at Leipzig University.
Choosing to stay in Leipzig after Fulbright has allowed me to
further my connections at the MPI, which continue to guide
my studies and future research, and also build a life in a city
I've grown to love."

Grace Galanthay, US Student




Fulbrighters Claim Pulitzer Honors:
Branden Jacobs-Jenkins Wins Prize
for Drama, Josie Jack’s Project
Short-Listed in Investigative Reporting

2025 is indeed a vintage year for Fulbright Germany and the
Pulitzer Prize! On 5 May 2025, playwright Branden Jacobs-
Jenkins (US Student to Germany 2009/10) received the
Pulitzer Prize for Drama for his Broadway hit Purpose. Mean-
while, journalism student Josie Jack (Berlin Capital Program
2024) and her colleagues at the Howard Center for Investi-
gative Journalism at the University of Maryland were named
finalists in the Investigative Reporting category for their
collaborative project Lethal Restraint.

Fulbright Germany congratulates Branden Jacobs-Jenkins
and Josie Jack on their outstanding achievements and
applauds their commitment to using creativity and investiga-
tive rigor for the public good. Their successes reaffirm the
enduring power of international exchange and inspire the
next generation of Fulbrighters on both sides of the Atlantic.

Ein Fulbright-Jahr im echten Norden

English Teaching Assistant, Siobhan Chawk spent her Ful-
bright year at the Gemeinschaftsschule Faldera in Neu-
mUnster, Germany. During her time there, she worked closely
with both teachers and students, gaining valuable insights
into the German education system. As part of her role,

she connected with a significant portion of the student body,
engaging approximately 400 out of 200 students across
grades 5 through 13.

Through this experience, Siobhan gained a deeper understand-
ing of the German educational landscape, particularly after
having attended a Gymnasium as a student in her early years.
While she did not study pedagogy formally, she observed

significant improvements in the students she worked with

throughout the year. She found great joy in sharing personal
stories and cultural perspectives with students during their
formative years of education.

“I am extremely grateful that | was able to immerse myself

in cross-cultural exchange and to embrace the culture in
Schleswig-Holstein. Fulbright Germany allowed me to connect
with supportive colleagues, inspiring mentors, and other
enthusiastic grantees who all made a positive impact on my
experience. Vielen Dank an Schleswig-Holstein, der echte
Norden. Bis zum ndchsten Mal!”




The Fulbright Germany
Board and Team

Founded in 1952, the board of the German-American Fulbright Commission (Fulbright Germany) consists of five
German and five American members elected by the German Foreign Minister and the US Ambassador to Germany,
both honorary chairmen of the Fulbright Commission. Based in Berlin, Fulbright Germany is part of the Fulbright
exchange between the US and 160 countries around the world. All 49 binational commissions are partnered with
the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs in the US Department of State. The J.William Fulbright Foreign
Scholarship Board (FFSB) establishes guidelines for the global Fulbright Program.

Fulbright Germany Board

Honorary Chairs

Dr. Johann Wadephul
AuBenminister der
Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Alan Meltzer

Chargé d'Affaires, a.i.
Embassy of the United States
of America

Commission members

Anke Reiffenstuel
Chair
Auswdrtiges Amt

Scott Weinhold

Co-Chair

Embassy of the United States
of America

Fulbright Team

Hakan Tosuner
Executive Director

Claudia Adams
Finance and Budget

Dr. Anke Bésel
Head of Programs/Deputy Director
(since October 1, 2024)

Benjamin Bruchman
Jr. Program Officer
(until June 30, 2025)

Simone Donecker
Coordinator, American Programs

Maximilian Feldner
Program Officer
(since May 1, 2025)

Timothe Germer
Fincance, Controlling

Catharina Héinsch
Program Officer

Aaron Hennrichs
Program Officer
(until December 31, 2024)

Dr.Lisette Andreae
Bundesministerium fur Forschung,
Technologie und Raumfahrt

Cathryn Cliver Ashbrook
Bertelsmann Stiftung

Susanne Bowen
Staatssekretdrin Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern, Ministerium for
Wissenschaft, Kultur, Bundes-
und Europaangelegenheiten

Edward Cox
Embassy of the United States
of America

Stephan Keuck
Hochschulrektorenkonferenz

Dr.Birgit Kliisener
Deutscher Akademischer
Austauschdienst

Ines Horbert
Office Management

Manvela Kadereit
Personnel (until October 31, 2024)

Kerstin Klopp-Koch
Coordinator, Special Programs

Christiane Knorr
Finance, Accounting

Sandra Ksllling
Program Officer

Silke Kénig
Personnel

Charlotte Koyro
Program Officer
(until September 30, 2025)

Lisa Lohmann
Program Officer

Jamie Moore
Assistant to the ED,
Front Office

Thomas Mutzke
Program Officer

Dr.Karen Kramer
Stanford University Program
in Berlin

Erica Thibault
Embassy of the United States
of America

Deputy members

Christina Gehlsen
Auswartiges Amt

Andrea Herdegen
Bundesministerium fur Forschung,
Technologie und Raumfahrt

Kerstin Oswald (née Noack)
Assistant to the ED,

Front Office

on leave

Antje Outhwaite
Coordinator, German Programs

Lane Peterson
Program Officer
(since January 1, 2025)

Albina Smaijli
Diversity Liaison
(until July 31, 2025)

Friederike von Reden-Aulbach
Digital Transformation

Daniel H. Wagner
Network Development/Alumni

Carolin Weingart-Ridoutt
Program Officer

Jennifer Witt
Communications

Meghan Wolf
Program Officer
(since December 9, 2024)
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